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AMENDME NTS TO THE CLATMS: 

1. (Previously presented) A disengageable connector for interconnecting panels, the connector 
comprising; 

a longitudinally extending connector body having a substantially similar profile along its 
entire length, the connector body including a base and a projection extending from the base; 

the base includes a top surface and a bottom surface, the bottom surface being composed of 
an underside consisting essentially of a first footing member extending downwardly from the 
bottom surface of the base, a second footing member extending downwardly from the bottom 
surface of the base and a third footing member extending downwardly from the bottom surface of 
the base; and 

a first protrusion extending vertically from the base adjacent a first edge of the base and a 
second protrusion extending vertically from the base adjacent a second edge, opposite the first edge, 
of the base, the first protrusion and the second protrusion are spaced apart from the projection and 
are located on either side of the projection; 

wherein the first footing member and the second footing members are respectively 
positioned beneath the first protrusion and the second protrusion, and the third footing member is 
positioned beneath the projection, the first footing member, the second footing member and the 
third footing member being spaced by a first recess extending fully between the first footing 
member and the third footing member and a second recess extending fully between the second 
footing member and the third footing member, and the first footing member, the second footing 
member and the third footing member are shaped and dimensioned to compress into an underlying 
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foam pad to a predetermined limited extent such that the connector sits upon the underlying foam 
pad with the top surface of the base lying in substantially the same plane as the upper surface of the 
underlying foam pad. 

2. (Original) The connector according to claim 1 , wherein the projection extends vertically 
from the top surface of the base, the projection having top and bottom portions, and comprising 
right and left halves for insertion into edges of adjacent panels to be connected. 

3-26. (Canceled) 

27. (Previously presented) A disengageable connector for interconnecting panels, the connector 
comprising; 

a longitudinally extending connector body having a substantially similar profile along its 
entire length, the connector body including a base and a projection extending from the base; 

the base includes a top surface and a bottom surface, wherein the projection extends 
vertically upwardly from the top surface of the base, the projection having top and bottom portions, 
and comprising right and left halves for insertion into edges of adjacent panels to be connected 
extending upwardly from the base; 

the bottom surface is composed of an underside consisting essentially of a first footing 
member extending downwardly from the bottom surface of the base, a second footing member 



3 



Application No. 10/706,947 

Amendment dated July 16, 2009 

Reply to Office Action dated April 27, 2009 

extending downwardly from the bottom surface of the base and a third footing member extending 
downwardly from the bottom surface of the base; 

a first protrusion extends vertically from the base adjacent a first edge of the base and a 
second protrusion extends vertically from the base adjacent a second edge, opposite the first edge, 
of the base, the first protrusion and the second protrusion are spaced apart from the projection and 
are located on either side of the projection beyond a lateral extent of the respective right and left 
halves of the projection, the first protrusion including a top portion and the first protrusion 
decreases in height as it extends from a center of the base toward an edge of the base and the 
second protrusion including a top portion and the second protrusion decreases in height as it 
extends from the center of the base toward an edge of the base; and 

wherein the first footing member and the second footing member are respectively 
positioned beneath the first protrusion and the second protrusion, and the third footing member is 
positioned beneath the projection, the first footing member, the second footing member and the 
third footing member being spaced by a first recess extending fully between the first footing 
member and the third footing member and a second recess extending fully between the second 
footing member and the third footing member, and the first footing member, the second footing 
member and the third footing member are shaped and dimensioned to compress into an underlying 
foam pad to a predetermined limited extent such that the connector sits upon the underlying foam 
pad with the top surface of the base lying in substantially the same plane as the upper surface of the 
underlying foam pad. 
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